
Project Title: Upper Feather River Watershed Restoration Program 
 
Project Location:  Plumas County 
 
Lands Ownership:  Private and USFS- Plumas National Forest (PNF) 
 
Applicant Name/Address:   Applicant Contact Numbers: 
Jim Wilcox, Feather River CRM  Phone:  (530) 283-3739 
Plumas Corporation    Fax:  (530) 283-5465 
P.O. Box 3880     Email:  jim@plumascounty.org 
Quincy, Ca. 95971    Website:  www.feather-river-crm.org 
 
Applicant Qualifications: 
 
The Feather River Coordinated Resource Management (FRCRM) group is comprised of 
23 Federal, state, local, public and private entities that have been collaboratively 
supporting restoration projects in the Feather River watershed since 1985.  FRCRM staff 
at Plumas Corporation has been coordinating watershed restoration efforts in the Feather 
River watershed since 1987.  These efforts include all facets of program/project 
coordination, funding application, development, restoration design, construction and 
monitoring for both public and private.  During this period the FRCRM has successfully 
implemented over 60 projects affecting nearly 25 miles of stream channel and 3000+ 
acres of floodplain/meadow using a variety of restoration techniques.  
 
The program has two (2) basic functions.  The first is to provide the programmatic 
coordination between agencies, landowners and interested stakeholders.  This interaction 
allows for a broad range of experience to be focused on individual project areas that 
otherwise would not be available.  The second role is to provide an enhanced level of 
restoration expertise, specific to the Feather River watershed, that taps the programmatic 
and restoration project strengths of the CRM process for funding, technology and 
political resources. 
 
General Project Description: 
 
This multi-component project proposal entails restoration of two (2) channel reaches, and 
program funding for coordination and watershed monitoring.  In general, this proposal 
augments current on-the-ground projects and builds the FRCRM program capacity to 
respond to the increasing requests for restoration assistance as well as continuing the 
operation of the FRCRM watershed monitoring network.  Each of these components is 
more fully described below. 
 
Channel Restoration: $150,000 
There are two channel reaches proposed for restoration.  These reaches are both part of 
other projects (phased implementation allows the landowner flexibility in maintaining 
grazing operations while allowing project area recovery).  The first is the Charles Creek 
reach of Last Chance Creek.  The Charles Creek reach was identified as a candidate 

http://www.feather-river-crm.org/


restoration reach during the project development phase of the CALFED-funded Last 
Chance Creek Watershed Restoration Project.  The Last Chance project is a 
comprehensive restoration effort encompassing nine (9) miles of upper Last Chance 
Creek, tributary to Indian Creek and the North Fork Feather River.  It consists of a suite 
of watershed restoration actions including channel/meadow restoration, road relocation,  
road-channel crossing rehabilitation, and beaver management, and will be completed in 
the summer/fall 2004.  The Last Chance project funded the design and permitting of the 
Charles Creek reach, with the expectation of securing other funding.  This 30-acre project 
is fully ready to be implemented on the ground in fall 2004, if funding is granted.   
 
The second project is Hosselkus Creek Phase II in Genesee Valley.  Hosselkus Creek is 
tributary to Indian Creek, thence the North Fork Feather River.  This project would 
complete restoration of Hosselkus Creek that was initiated with the Phase I project 
funded under Proposition 204 and completed in the summer of 2002.  The project uses 
the pond and plug technique to eliminate the existing 3’-6’ deep gully and return stream 
flows to remnant channels on the meadow surface.  Implementation of this project is 
expected in 2005, after completing NEPA on the federal land portion, and CEQA on the 
private land portion of this 40-acre project area.  
 
Watershed Monitoring: $25,000 
This component maintains the FR-CRM ongoing watershed-wide monitoring program at 
a level that allows for operating, maintaining, and calibrating ten continuous recording 
stations that collect streamflow and temperature data (and turbidity at two of the sites) at 
15-minute intervals year-round.  The sites are located to allow monitoring of watershed 
health and project effectiveness (i.e. flood flow attenuation and low flow augmentation) 
on a landscape scale.  This funding would also allow an expansion of monitoring in 
American Valley, to assist agricultural operators with new water quality monitoring 
requirements.  Primary parameters to be monitored are sediment and temperature, 
however, other constituents such as nutrients may be added.    
 
The CRM’s watershed and project monitoring programs are also integrated into other 
monitoring and research projects funded by CALFED, National Science Foundation and 
others.  
 
Program Coordination: $45,000 
The third component of this proposal, coordination funding, would provide resources to 
increase the capacity of the FR-CRM program.  Programmatic coordination has been 
provided historically, as available, by such diverse partners as PG&E, Plumas National 
Forest and State Water Resources Control Board via Plumas County. Since January 1, 
2004, FR-CRM staff has had no coordination funding to respond to project requests, 
develop additional funding contacts and effectively communicate with stakeholders.   
 
This proposal would provide seed funding for a dedicated 2/3 time watershed program 
coordinator.  The position would receive matching funds from the coordination 
component of the recently awarded Red Clover Creek/McReynolds Creek Proposition 13 
grant.  Specifically, this coordination funding would be used to assist with development 



of requested project concepts on Little Last Chance Creek (Guidici); Big Grizzly Creek 
(Sierra Health Foundation); Dixie Creek (Mapel); and Smith Creek (multiple 
landowners).     
 
Project Relationship to the Monterey Agreement 
The activities outlined in this proposal specifically address the watershed restoration and 
management direction of the Monterey Agreement by augmenting the ongoing watershed 
restoration efforts of the FR-CRM.  The FR-CRM efforts focus on improving water 
retention and reducing streambank erosion and sedimentation.  Increasing the residence 
time of surface waters in the watershed also increases the likelihood of infiltration into 
aquifers.  
 
Project Relationship to the Watershed Management Strategy:  
This proposal addresses several key goals of the Feather River Watershed Management 
Strategy (FRWMS).  These are detailed by proposal component below. 
 
The first proposal component addresses Goals #1 & #2.  This component consists of 
active channel/meadow restoration in the priority watersheds of Lower Indian Creek and 
Last Chance Creek.  These projects are designed to restore the water retention capacity of 
the meadows and reduce streambank erosion of the downcut channels.   
 
The second proposal component emphasizes the WMS direction to monitor the 
effectiveness of project work in achieving the goals of the WMS.  This is accomplished 
by maintaining the ongoing watershed-wide monitoring program initiated in 1999.  This 
program consists of operating ten continuous recording streamflow and temperature 
stations as well as event monitoring for direct flow measurements and sediment 
sampling.  
 
The third proposal component furthers the WMS direction to support and enable existing 
watershed organizations in implementing the goals of the WMS and Monterey 
Agreement.  The proposal provides for increasing the capacity of the FR-CRM program 
to implement watershed-wide restoration efforts which can allow leveraging of other 
program resources, and it focuses specifically on developing four projects in response to 
project requests.    
 
Budget: 
 
Project Element:  Water Forum Request  Matching Funds 
Charles Creek   $ 70,000.00    $138,000.00 
Hosselkus Creek  $ 80,000.00    $  20,000.00 
Monitoring   $ 25,000.00    $    5,000.00 
Coordination- Program $ 25,000.00    $  25,000.00 
Coordination- Projects $ 20,000.00    $ -0-  
 TOTALS  $220,000.00    $188,000.00 




